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Colonel Donald Mdhluli, Mpumalanga Provin-
cial Police Spokesperson informs the public 
that 4 suspects appeared before the Mdutjana 
Magistrate’s Court in Siyabuswa facing charges 
of murder. “They were denied bail and the case 
was postponed to Thursday 2 September 2021, 
pending further police investigations,” he said. 
Four male suspects were arrested by the police 
on Saturday 14 August 2021 in connection 

Suspects linked to 
Malefahlo- murder arrested

with the murder of a 33-year-old victim, Cecil 
Malefahlo. The victim was found murdered 
at Oorlog Village outside Siyabuswa, after he 
went missing on 17 July 2021. The victim was 
reported missing by his mother after he left his 
home with his VW Polo TSI from Malaeneng 
in Dennilton and never returned. His lifeless 
body was discovered by a man who was herding 
cows on Monday 26 July and he was positively 

identified by the fam-
ily. Colonel Donald 
Mdhluli, Mpuma-
langa Provincial Po-
lice Spokesperson, 
said the suspects, 
Ben Given Baloyi 
(29), Timothy Tjadi 
Seloba (35), Simon 
Ntobeng Njane (39) 
and Lebogang Ram-
mutla (27) were ar-
rested by members of 
the Provincial Inves-
tigating Unit. “Their 
arrests emanate to the 
discovery of the life-
less body of the victim 
at Oorlog Village 
outside Siyabuswa. 
Police were alerted 
and a murder case was 
opened. The deceased 
was later identified 
as Cecil Malefahla, 
the man who was 
reported missing,” 
Mdhluli said. Mdhluli 
said before the arrests, 
a preliminary investi-
gation was launched 
by the Provincial Task 
Team which led to 

them receiving information about the wherea-
bouts of one of the suspects. “They acted on 
the information and conducted an operation 
which eventually led to the arrest of the four 
suspects on Saturday, 14 August 2021 around 
Dennilton,” he said. The Provincial Commis-
sioner of the Police in Mpumalanga, Lieutenant 
General Semakaleng Manamela, has applauded 
the team’s efforts in ensuring that the suspects 
are traced and arrested.

Four suspects were ar-
rested in connection of 
the murder of Cecil Mal-
efahlo.
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Sekhukhune Residence Forum (SRF) has recently lodged a formal complaint with the Health 
Ombudsman to investigate the poor condition of hospitals in the Sekhukhune District. According 
to the forum the Limpopo Department of Health denies having poor services in Sekhukhune 
hospitals. SRF Chairperson, Makeleketse Phasha said all hospitals in Sekhukhune do not comply 
with quality assurance for healthcare establishment in South Africa. “For instance, all senior 
positions including the CEO at Matlala Hospital in Tsimanyane are on acting capacity, which 
is against the quality assurance policy standards,” he said. Phasha said the forum has requested 
the Health Ombudsman to investigate the state of Sekhukhune hospitals to be able to serve the 
residents. “They should also investigate whether the hospitals meet minimum standards accord-
ing to the South African Health charter and other international standards,” he said. Phasha said 
the forum will lodge similar complaints with the South African Human Rights Commission.

More than 30 pupils from Makgatsike Primary 
School in Ga-Marishane outside Jane Furse 
were rushed to hospital after vomiting and 
complaining about stomach cramps on Wednes-
day 18 August. According to the Limpopo 
Department of Education, the affected learners 
became sick after eating indigenous poisonous 
tree nuts, commonly known as Mokolobe. 
The department stated that one learner arrived 
with the nuts in the morning and shared with 
other pupils, which immediately deteriorated 
their health. “The report we received from the 

Bad state of our hospitals

Pupils hospitalized after consuming 
poisonous tree nuts

school indicates that 
a number of learn-
ers started vomiting 
after arriving in the 
morning of 18 August 
2021.,” said Lim-
popo Department of 
Health Spokesperson 
Tidimalo Chuene. 
She said a total of 39 
learners were taken 

to Marishane Clinic and St Rita’s Hospital for 
immediate medical attention.”Twenty-five of 
them were checked and discharged the same 
day. Fourteen were admitted and were dis-
charged on 19 August 2021,” she said. Chuene 
confirmed that all affected learners are safely 
back at school and have no complications after 
the poisoning incident. “We applaud the swift 
action by educators at the school and local 
health workers in attending to the learners 
immediately after showing signs of poison-
ing,” she said. 
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What do you want to be when you grow up? New 
Horizon Private Pre-School (who opened its doors 
20 years ago) hosted a Pre-School Career day on 
Friday 13 August 2021. Career days at this school 
help students as young as Grade-R to start thinking 
more in depth about what they want to do as adults. 
The school feels it is important with numerous ben-
efits to having career-focused programs to prepare 
students for their future. The most popular careers 
for the Pre-School was Doctors, Nurses, Scientists, 
Policeman, Soldiers, Teachers and even a Musician.
New Horizon Private School and Pre-School is open 
for registration/enrollment; please contact the school 
at 013 110 0495.

New Horizon Private School Career day

Sphamandla Maganadi (left) and 
Musa Shabangu (right) both go-
ing to be Soldiers.

Kopa Secondary School at Motetema in Tafelkop took part in a road safety competition that 
was held at Kgalatlou Secondary on the 14 August. Motions were as follows : 1. The ban on 
alcohol sales will reduce road crashes, 2. The national road safety strategy is the solution to South 
Africa’s safety problems. Kopa learners Bokamoso Mashilo, Lerobane Rethabile, Mashegwane 
Nelly, Masanabo Precious, Paile Bophelo and Naledi Mamphoga did very well in representing 
the Dennilton Cluster. Bokamoso Mashilo is one of the top 5 learners who were selected to 
represent the District at Provincial level on 21 August 2021. The school says it is so proud of 
its learners and is also encouraging other learners to take part in these types of activities. They 
are not only developing the learners but also raise awareness about safety of the community as a 
whole. We thank the Department of transport for granting our learners with such opportunities, 
they go a long way in building our nation says coordinator Ma’am Lihle Zulu.

Road safety competition at 
school
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The Limpopo MEC for Sport, Arts & Culture 
ThandiMorakaand the Executive Mayor of 
Sekhukhune District Municipality Cllr Kea-
motseng Stanley Ramaila, led a delegation 
to inspect and assess the Hlogotlou Stadium 
in Monsterlus and Tafelkop Stadium, as part 
of government’s efforts to assist Sekhukhune 
United FC to relocate and play its PSL ho-
megames in the district. The team is currently 
using Makhulong Stadium to play its home 
games, as a result of lack of sporting facilities 
that meet the PSL standard in Sekhukhune. 
Sekhukhune is also home to other PSL outfit, 
Marumo Gallants FC, formerly known as TTM. 
The club was recently bought by Sekhukhune 
based businessman, Ditonkana Sello, and was 
officially unveiled to the residents of the district 
earlier this year. A multi-sectoral task team 
of officials from the provincial government, 
local government, South African Football As-
sociation (SAFA) and Sekhukhune United FC 
has been put in place to work on this project. 
According to the district municipality, the 
task-team has been instructed to put together 
an assessment report within coming weeks, and 
a decision will be taken toward ensuring that 
one of the stadiums is given a facelift that will 
enable it compliance with the PSL standards.

Hlogotlou or 
Tafelkop Stadium 

will get a PSL 
facelift

The Executive Mayor of Sekhukhune 
District Municipality, Cllr Keamotseng 
Stanley Ramaila (Left) with Limpopo 
MEC for Sports, Arts and Culture, 
ThandiMoraka, during the inspection 
and assessment of Hlogotou and 
Tafelkop Stadiums. 

The Executive Chairman, Simon Malatji, says 
he is optimistic that the team will continue to 
demonstrate an exciting journey in the top 
flight of South African football, after being pro-
moted from the second division. Babina Noko 
gained automatic promotion after obtaining the 
second position in the GladAfrica Champion-
ship in the 2020/2021 season. “I would like to 
congratulate our team, especially players and 
technical staff in achieving excellent results 
in 2020/2021 GladAfrica Championship last 
season,” said Malatji. “I would like to send 
out a massive thanks to everyone who was 
part of this prosperous team. It is because of 
their selfless support that we managed to ac-
complish our main objectives,” he said. Malatji 
applauded the teams Board Members, saying 
they were devoted to ensure that BabinaNokois 
run smoothly. Malatji said his expectation this 
season is to maintain the acceleration and mo-

Babina Noko Chairman confident about 
PSL new season

mentum of preceding so that the team can thrive in its maiden season 
in the top-flight division. According to Malatji, the technical team, led 
by the Head Coach Macdonald Makhubedu, have been working very 
hard behind the scenes to prepare for the new season. Furthermore, 
Malatji said the intention of Sekhukhune United FC remain the same, 
which is to change the lives of young footballers and also inspire them 
to play in the highest level in the country. “Babina Noko will continue 
to create hope where there is only despair to young footballers. As a 
Chairman, I am fully committed to that goal and confident that we will 
be successful in our mission. Working together with all stakeholders, 
we can do more to ensure sustainability of this team in the PSL,” in-
formed Malatji. He thanked the supporters for their commitment they 
have shown to the team since it started with professional football in the 
GladAfrica Championship last season. So, as we move forward into 
the DSTV Premiership, we shall remain focused and united. We are 
one big Babina Noko family,” he said. Sekhukhune United lost their 
first DSTV Premiership match to Chippa United FC. However, the 
chairman said they are looking forward to continuing with this exciting 
journey and to demonstrate the spirit of working together so that they 
can achieve more in the near future. 

During Sekhukhune Covid-19 District Command Council (DCC) 
special meeting, held recently, the DCC said it was worried about the 
vaccine hesitancy among residents. The special DCC was also attended 
by Health Department MEC Dr Phopi Ramathuba. The DCC noted 
that at some point, Sekhukhune was the leading district, particularly 
with the vaccination of persons over 60 years old, but it’s now trailing 
behind the rest of the districts in the province when it comes to other 
age categories. The special DCC meeting resolved that ward council-
lors, should take the lead in encouraging residents in their localities to 
get vaccinated. During the DCC, Ramathuba outlined the devastation 
that Covid-19 is wreaking in the communities. “In many families, we 
are going to have orphans. There are funerals every day,” she said. The 
MEC emphasises the importance of vaccinating to curb the spread of 
the pandemic in communities. “When we vaccinate you, we protect 
you from dying and we protect you from getting very sick,” said 
Ramathuba. She indicated that the province and the country will be 
safer once 70 percent of residents are vaccinated, stating that the vac-

Vaccination 
hesitancy concerns 

Sekhukhune DCC

cines are very safe and go through clinical trials 
before they can be used. The DCC encouraged 
all residents of the district to consider getting 
vaccinated so that their lives can get back to 
normal. All residents 18 years and older can 
get their vaccinations.


